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U.  S.  TOBACCO  EXPORTS 
LOWER  IN  APRIL 

United  States  exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  in  April  1957  totaled 
29.2  million  pounds.    This  was  3-5  percent  below  those  for  April  1956. 
April  1957  exports,  however,  were  valued  at  $19.8  million,  3-7  percent 
more  than  in  April  1956 . 

Exports  of  Maryland,  Burley,  dark-fired  Kentucky-Tennessee,  and  Black 
Fat  were  considerably  larger  than  in  April  1956.    Flue-cured  exports  in 
April  of  this  year  were  lk  .5  percent  below  those  for  April  1956.  Exports 
of  cigar  leaf  were  substantially  below  those  for  the  corresponding  month 
last  year. 

For  the  January -April  1957  period,  total  exports  of  unmanufactured 
tobacco  were  about  11  percent  below  exports  of  the  corresponding  1| -month 
period  of  1956.    All  types,  except  Maryland  and  Green  River,  were  down. 


TOBACCO,  U]MANUFAC TURED :    U.  S.  exports,  January -April  1956 

and  1957,  with  percent  change 
 (Export  weight)  


Type  ; 

April  \ 

Percent  : 
Change 

January -April 

Percent 
Change 

1956   ;  1957  : 

1956   :  1957  : 

Dark-fired  Ky.-Tenn. 
Virginia  fire  -cure  d  l/ 

1,000  ; 

2)4,169  : 
1,633  : 
1,533 
22I4 
1,3^2  . 
16k 
16 
65 
352 
i»6!| 
193 

iko 

pounds  : 

20,66l  : 
2,110  : 
2,1*82 

225  : 
2,272 
189 
I467 
2k  8 
298 

;  67 

; .  223 

Percent  ; 

-  Ik  .5 

/  29.2 
/  6l.9 

/  69.3 
/  15.2 

/  281.5 

-  15.3 

-  85.6 

7  59.3 

1,000 

10lj,l6^  : 

7,727  • 
9,6^  : 

1,899 
:  k,5kk 

:       5^5  : 
:  39 
:  1,128 
•  1,^6 

:  26*4 

1,21*9 

pounds 

91,131 

7,600 
7,861 
1,663 

^,995 
614  2 

1,175 
1,113 
l,Ol45 
I425 

29 
1,^51 

Percent 

-  12.5 

-  1.6 

-  18.5 

-  12.14 
:/  9.9 
:/  17.8 

:-  1.3 
:-  27.7 
.-  ^5-8 
'.-  89.O 

;/  16.2 

:  30,295 

29,2^2 

:-  3.5 

:133,^33 

:119,130 

:-  10.7 

Declared  value 

(million  dollars) 

!  19.1 

!  19.8 

'■J  3-7 

1  83.14 

!  80.5 

3-5 

l/    Includes  sun-cured 


Compiled  in  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  from  records  of  the  Bureau  of 
the  Census . 
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United  States  exports  of  tobacco  products  in  April  1957  amounted  to 
$5-3  million- -up  2  percent  from  April  1956.    Exports  of  cigarettes,  cigars 
and  cheroots,  and  smoking  tobacco  in  bulk  were  larger  than  a  year  ago. 
For  the  h -month  period  January -April  1957;  exports  of  cigarettes  were  11 
percent  larger  than  for  the  corresponding  period  last  year.    Exports  of 
smoking  tobacco  in  bulk  "were  down  substantially,  and  cigars  and  cheroots 
were  slightly  smaller. 


TOBACCO  PEODUCTS:    U.  S.  exports,  January -April  1956 
and  1957;  with  percent  change 


Products 

April 

.Percent 
:  Change 

January -April 

Percent 
Change 

1956  . 

1957  . 

1956 

1957 

Cigars  and  cheroots 

(1,000  pieces)   

Cigarettes 

Smoking  tobacco  in  bulk 

(1,000  pounds)  

Declared  value  1/ 

•  ^56 
l,28lj 
:  303 
:  5.2 

1^75 
1,306 
.  328 
:  5-3 

:/    k  .2  : 

:/  1.7 
:/  8.3 

!/  1.9 

2,502 
:  Ii  ,6^4  0 

1,9^3 
:  19.7 

2,1400 
:  5,1^0 
:  1,005 
:  21.2 

-  k.l 
' /  10.8 
:-  1»8.3 
:/  7-6 

l/  Includes  value  of  tobacco  manufactures  not  separately  shown. 


Compiled  in  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  from  records  of  the  Bureau  of 
the  Census . 


NEW  CIGARETTE  FACTORY 
IN  AFGHANISTAN 

The  Afghan  Government  Monopolies  and  an  Italian  reportedly  have  con- 
cluded an  agreement  for  the  establishment  of  a  new  cigarette  factory  near 
Aliabad.    Under  this  agreement  the  factory  will  be  organized  under  a  joint 
stock  company  called  "The  Tobacco  Company,"  and  will  have  a  capacity  of 
15  million  cigarettes  per  day.    The  contract  stipulates  that  at  the  end 
of  30  years  the  factory  and  all  its  equipment  must  be  surrendered  to  the 
Government  Monopolies. 

Leaf  for  blending,  as  well  as  cigarette  paper  and  perhaps  other 
ingredients,  will  have  to  be  imported.     Cigarette  smoking  in  Afghanistan 
is  not  widespread  but  is  increasing.    Waterpipe  (chillum)  tobacco  is  the 
most  popular  in  Afghanistan. 
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COSTA.  BICAN  CIGARETTE 
OUTPUT  UP 

Cigarette  output  in  Costa  Rica  continued  upward  through  195 6 . 
Total  production  last  year  amounted  to  1,09^  million  pieces,  compared 
with  1,080  million  in  1955  and  an  average  of  83^  million  in  19^ 7 -51. 

Leaf  production  has  also  increased- -from  2.2  million  pounds 
harvested  from  the  195^-55  crop  to  2.5  million  for  the  1955-56  crop. 
The  1956-57  crop  is  estimated  at  2.7  million  pounds. 

The  most  significant  development  during  1956  was  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Tobacco  Defense  Board.    The  board  is  authorized  to  fix 
and  allocate  production  quotas  for  the  growers  and  to  determine  mini- 
mum prices  to  be  paid  by  manufacturers.    Prior  to  1956,  the  manufac- 
turing companies  entered  into  private  purchasing  contracts  with  the 
growers  in  advance  of  plantings. 


HEW  GREEK -LIBYAN  TRADE 
AGREEMENT  INCLUDES  TOBACCO 

A  new  Trade  Agreement  between  Greece  and  Libya  reportedley  has 
been  signed  following  the  conclusion  of  negotiations  held  in  Tripoli 
on  March  16,  1957-    The  agreement  will  be  valid  for  a  period  of  one 
year  from  the  date  of  exchange  of  instruments  of  ratification,  and 
will  be  automatically  extended  for  annual  periods  unless  terminated 
on  3-Eionth's  notice.    The  Greek  delegates  emphasized  their  government's 
desire  to  export  leaf  tobacco  to  Libya.    The  Libyan  Government 
promised  to  facilitate  imports  of  leaf  tobacco  and  cigarettes  to  the 
greatest  possible  extent,  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  agree- 
ment.   Greek  leaf  tobacco  exports  to  Libya  during  1955  and  1956 
amounted  to  8^,000  and  5^,000  pounds,  respectively. 

RENEWED  PAKISTAN -WEST  GERMAN 
TRADE  AGREEMENT  INCLUDES  TOBACCO 

The  Trade  Agreement  of  September  21,  1956  between  Pakistan  and 
West  Germany  was  renewed  and  modified  in  Karachi  on  March  9,  1957.  The 
new  agreement  becomes  valid  after  the  current  one  expires  on  June  30> 
1957 ,  and  will  continue  in  force  indefinitely  thereafter  if  no  notice 
of  the  termination  is  given  by  either  government.    However,  the  agree- 
ment will  be  subject  to  annual  review.    The  agreement  lists  Pakistani 
tobacco,  including  Virginia  (flue-cured),  as  one  of  the  items  available 
for  export  in  exchange  for  West  German  goods.    In  the  past,  no  ship- 
ments of  Pakistani  leaf  tobacco  to  West  Germany  have  been  reported. 


6 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  7*4 ,  No.  25 


TANGANY IKA 1 S  TOTAL  EXPORTS  INCREASED  SHARPLY 
IN  1956  BUT  IMPORTS  DECREASED 

Tanganyika's  exports  of  all  commodities,  agricultural  and  nonagri- 
cultural,  in  1956  rose  by  $23,800,000  over  1955  to  reach  $125,1^0,000,  a 
value  previously  exceeded  only  in  1952. 

The  value  of  195^  total  imports  --$100,2*40,000--  fell,  however,  he- 
low  1955  hy  $21,280,000. 

The  export  increases  were  largely  in  quantities,  rather  than  in 
commodity  prices.    Of  8  commodities  which  showed  export  values  of  over 
$2,800,000,  6  had  the  highest  volume  so  far  achieved.    These  were,  in 
order  of  importance,  sisal,  coffee,  cotton,  diamonds,  corn,  and  lead  ore. 

Sisal  and  coffee  continued  to  he  the  most  valuable  items.  However, 
the  high  corn  exports  are  unlikely  to  be  repeated  since  the  purchase  of 
corn  at  a  guaranteed  price,  and  the  operation  of  government  storage 
facilities  have  been  discontinued.    Over  15,000  long  tons  of  peanuts  were 
exported,  a  quantity  exceeded  only  in  1935,  193^  and  1937-    The  value  of 
cashew  nuts  exported  might  have  topped  $2,800,000  had  sufficient  shipping 
been  available  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

Significantly,  the  value  of  Tanganyika's  total  overseas  exports  for 
1956  considerably  exceeded  the  exports  of  Kenya  and  Uganda,  according  to 
the  recent  Trade  Report  for  East  Africa. 


NICARAGUAN  PRESIDENT  SPONSORS 
LIVESTOCK  DEVELOPMENT 

Plans  have  been  announced  for  establishment  of  an  advisory  board  for 
credit  and  technical  assistance  to  cattlemen  in  the  Nicaraguan  Department 
of  Esteli  under  a  program  sponsored  by  the  President  of  Nicaragua  for 
development  of  the  Esteli  cattle  industry. 

The  program  was  discussed  at  a  recent  meeting  in  Managua  of  the 
Ministers  of  Agriculture  and  Economy,  officials  of  the  National  Develop- 
ment Institute  and  National  Bank,  technical  advisors,  and  cattlemen. 

The  board  will  be  composed  of  representatives  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  and  the  Institute  and  Bank.     The  program  includes  a  plan 
for  extending  up  to  5  years  the  period  for  repayment  of  credits  covering 
purchases  of  dairy  and  breeding  cattle,  and  credits  for  fattening  beef. 
Hope  has  been  expressed  that  Nicaragua  eventually  will  be  a  meat  exporter. 
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AGRICULTURAL  EXPORTS  AND  IMPORTS  IN  195© 
INCREASE  FOR  FEDERATION  OF  RHODESIA  AND  NYASALAND 

Agricultural  exports  and  imports  of  the  Federation  of  Rhodesia  and 
Nyasaland  both  increased  in  1956  as  far  as  major  items  were  concerned. 

Unmanufactured  tobacco  ($77«9  million)  accounted  for  about  three- 
fourths  of  the  value  of  all  agricultural  exports  in  1956  by  the  Federation 
of  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland.    Tea  was  the  second  most  valuable  farm  export 
($8.3  million),  but  the  value  was  slightly  less  than  in  1955*    The  value 
of  peanut  exports  was  $3,825,^58,  nearly  h  times  the  value  in  1955 •  This 
increase  is  attributed  largely  to  the  promotion  of  peanut  production  on 
African-owned  farms  in  Nyasaland  and  Southern  Rhodesia  as  an  alternative 
crop  to  corn.    In  the  1956-57  corn  season  in  Nyasaland  the  guaranteed 
producer  price  for  corn  has  been  reduced  from  Id.  per  pound  to  not  less 
than  2d.  for  3  pounds,  but  there  will  be  no  quantitative  limits  on  amounts 
purchased. 

The  leading  agricultural  imports  by  the  Federation  of  Rhodesia  and 
Nyasaland  in  1956  were  valued  at  about  $30,5^-1)000,  compared  with 
$29,9^5,000  for  the  same  items  in  1955  and  $27,llU,000  in  195I4-.  The 
most  significant  increase  in  quantity  for  1956  was  tallow — from  9,h^Qf6lh 
pounds  in  1955  "to  16,197,320  pounds  in  1956--a  record  level.    The  United 
States  is  usually  the  largest  supplier  of  tallow.    Sugar  was  the  most 
valuable  agricultural  import  ($5^5  million),  with  wheat  and  wheat  flour 
second  in  importance'  ($^-,1^3,000).    United  States  wheat  in  the  amount  of 
^,278  short  tons  was  imported  for  the  first  time  in  1956.    Cotton  from 
the  United  States  was  also  imported  for  the  first  time—about  5>000  U.S. 
bales . 

AUSTRALIAN  SULTANA  ESTIMATE  RAISED 

The  1957  Australian  sultana  pack  is  now  estimated  at  69,500  short  tons-- 
substantially  higher  than  forecast  earlier.    The  current  estimate  is  nearly 
25,000  tons  larger  than  the  short  1956  pack  of  W-,800  tons,  and  also  well 
above  the  1950-5^  average  of  58,200  tons. 

The  latest  estimate  for  lexias  ("raisins"  in  Australia)  is  5>800  tons, 
100  tons  above  1956  production,  but  considerably  below  normal  production 
of  8,900  tons.    Wineries  attracted  a  considerable  quantity  of  Gordo  grapes, 
despite  early  resistance  to  their  price  offer  of  $30  per  short  ton.    As  a 
result  of  the  unexpectedly  short  supplies  of  lexias,  the  Dried  Fruits 
Board  is  having  difficulty  in  filling  forward  commitments  made  to  United 
Kingdom  buyers. 

The  1957  currant  pack  is  now  estimated  at  only  11,800  tons,  compared 
with  15,500  tons  in  1956  and  the  5-year  average  of  15,600  tons. 

The  first  shipment  of  Australian  sultanas  to  reach  the  United  Kingdom 
was  sold  during  the  week  ended  May  10  and  consisted  of  171  short  tons  of 
3  Crown  and  h  Crown  South  Australian  fruit.    The  average  price  realized 
was  $328.75  per  short  ton  ex-wharf,  or  $282.90  f.o.b.  Australian  port. 
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TURKISH  DRIED  FIG  EXPOETS  UP 


Turkish  exports  of  dried  whole  figs,  fig  paste,  and  "industrial"  dried 
figs  totaled  25,727  short  tons  in  the  period  September  1956  to  April  1957, 
or  nearly  11,000  tons  more  than  the  1^,80^1  tons  exported  in  the  same  period 
of  1955-56. 

The  Turkish  trade  considered  the  export  season  closed  "by  April  1.  How- 
ever, since  there  were  still  over  8,000  tons  unsold  at  that  time,  the  govern- 
ment has  agreed  to  allow  the  sale  of  this  residual  tonnage  on  a  barter  basis 

According  to  the  Izmir  Exporters'  Union,  September -April  1955-56  and 
1956-57  export  totals  were  as  follows: 

September -April 
1955-56  1956-57 
-  -  -  Short  tons  -  -  - 

Dried  whole  figs    12,533  17,722 

Fig  paste   1,069  k  ,0^9 

"Industrial"  dried  figs     ....      1,202  3,956 

Total  lk,8ok  25,727 

Exports  statistics  by  country  of  destination,  also  furnished  by  the 
Union,  are  shown  below . 

Turkish  shipments  to  the  United  States  this  season  consisted  of  3,050 
tons  of  paste  and  29^  tons  of  dried  figs.    Most  of  the  paste  was  reportedly 
shipped  by  Taris,  the  government-sponsored  cooperative.    The  reported  price 
of  paste  sold  both  by  Taris  and  private  exporters  was  10-j?  cents  per  pound 
c.i.f.  New  York,  including  5  percent  commission.    Prices  of  dried  figs  are 
said  to  have  ranged  between  20  and  22  cents  per  pound,  c.i.f.  New  York,  in- 
cluding 5  percent  commission,  and  with  approval  by  Food  and  Drug  Administra- 
tion guaranteed  by  seller. 


FIG  PASTE:     Turkish  exports  to  specified  countries, 
September -April  1955-56  and  1956-57 


Year  beginning  September  1 

Country  of  destination 

!  1955 

1956 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

. . :  563 

3,050 

. . :  I2h 

^53 

..:  376 

500 

Other  

.  .:  6 

k6 

..:'  1,069 

k  ,ok9 
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FIGS,  DRIED;     Turkish  exports  by  country  of  destination 
September -April  1955 -56  and  1956-57 


Year  beginning  September  1 


Country  of  destination 

1955  ; 

1956 

Short 

Short 

# 

tons 

tons 

Austri  a  : 

87 

k  37 

»                                 J  1 

Belgium-Luxembourg  : 

975 

l,08l 

Czechoslovakia.  : 

655 

^52 

872 

:  955 

1,267 

7  1 

1,620 

1,^75 

7      \  S 

:  2,322 

275 

:  632 

110 

:  331 

1,639 

:  2,221 

973 

:  1,^83 

United  Kingdom  

1,797 

2,^53 

961 

:  1,393 

197 

:  195 

271 

:  29^ 

239 

:  117 

5  590 

7)40 

1,1*7 

12,533 

17,722 

FIGS,  INDUSTRIAL  USE:     Turkish  exports  to  specified 
countries  September -April  1955-56  and  1956-57 


Year  beginning  September  1 


Country  of  destination 

1955 

1956 

Short 
tons 

Short 
tons 

331 
331 
303 
23I4 

3 

1,872 

1/ 
1,527 

331 

326 

Germany ,  Fed .  Reio .  of  : 

Other   : 

Total  : 

1,202 

3,956 

l/    If  any,  included  in  other. 
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WORLD  FISH  OIL  EXPORTS 
UP  SLIGHTLY  IN  19 5 6 

World  fish  oil  exports  (including  fish  liver  oils)  in  1956  are  esti- 
mated to  have  "been  slightly  higher  than  in  1955;  hut  slightly  lower  than 
the  record  volume  exported  in  19 5^ • 

Norwegian  exports  in  1956--twice  as  large  as  1955  exports — reflected 
the  year's  record  herring  catch.    Iceland  and  the  Netherlands  also  had 
substantial  increases  in  fish  oil  exports  last  year  compared  to  the  pre- 
vious year.    Exports  of  fish  oil  from  most  of  the  other  countries 
decreased.    Exports  from  the  United  States  decreased  slightly  from  1955; 
which  was  a  record  year. 


FISH  OILS  (including  liver):    World  exports  from  specified  countries 
and  estimated  world  total,  average  1935-39  and  19^5-^9;  annual  195^-56 


• 

Continent  and  country  : 

• 

Average 
1935-39 

',  Average 
;  19^5-^9 

:  195^  1/ 

:  1955  2/ 

:  1956  2/ 

• 
• 

-  -  -  1,000  short  tons  -  -  - 

North  America:  : 

12.0 

:  7.7 

:  7.9 

:  9.3 

:  9.3 

1.2 

\  8.3 

:  70.8 

71.3 

:  70.^ 

Europe :  : 

:  .6 

:       Ik. 2 

2.5 

:  11.0 

:  9.7 

3/  k.k 

:  7.7 

:  16.5 

:  9.3 

27.1 

:  20.6 

:  16.3 

:  21.3 

.2 

:  .6 

:       10. ^  j 

:        5.^  ' 

•  9.1 

38.0 

:       23.5  • 

26.6 

:  20.9 

:  h2.2 

5/ 

:  1.7 

:        6.0  • 

:  5.5 

h.l 

6".o 

:        3.8  - 

3.5  • 

k.k  • 

3.8 

Other: 

.7 

:  l.h 

!        12.6  • 

!     6.3  • 

5.7 

35.0  : 

6/.7  : 

:      10.  if- 

!  10.2 

5.0 

Union  of  South  Africa/.: 

2.2 

:        1.7  : 

10.5  ■ 

13.3  : 

135.0  i 

85.0  : 

215.0  : 

205.O  : 

210.0 

1/  Revised.     2/  Preliminary.     3/  Prewar  Germany,    7£/  May  include  some  whale 
oil.     5/  Not  available.     6/  Less  than  5  years.     7/  Includes  estimates  from 
minor  exporting  countries. 


Compiled  from  official  and  unofficial  sources. 
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WEST  GERMANY.  PUBLISHES  IMPORT 
ANNOUNCEMENT  ON  WHEAT 


On  May  31  j  the  Import  and  Storage  Agency  of  West  Germany  published 
Announcement  #4-27  on  purchase  possibilities  for  wheat  from  the  United 
States ,  Canada,  and  Argentina  (combined  tender). 

The  wheat  will  be  purchased  from  June  5  on  for  the  importers*  "own 
risk  of  sale,"  i.e.,  not  for  Federal  Storage.    Deliveries  from  Canada 
and  the  United  States  will  be  under  the  International  Wheat  Agreement 
(IWA).    Included  in  this  announcement  are  the  h  International  Cooperation 
Administration  (ICA)  purchase  authorizations  in  the  amount  of  $8.67 
million.    Cognizance  is  taken  of  the  United  States  flag  vessel  provision 
for  ICA  purchases,  and  it  is  stipulated  that  the  wheat  shall  be  Class  I 
and  Class  IV  grade  2  or  better  with  a  minimum  of  12  percent  protein. 

The  above  import  tender  is  noteworthy  in  that  it  constitutes  a  trial 
run  on  a  more  liberal  import  procedure  for  quality  wheats.  Following  are 
the  general  ideas  of  the  new  scheme: 

(1)  Imports  for  quality  wheats  are  opened  simultaneously  for  Canada, 
Argentina,  and  the  United  States. 

(2)  Purchase  of  50^000  metric  tons  of  such  wheat  was  permitted  the 
week  of  June  5-12  from  one  or  more  of  the  above  three  sources,  and  a 
similar  amount  can  be  purchased  each  week  thereafter.    Normally  the 
purchasing  day  will  be  Wednesday. 

(3)  Since  the  actual  consumption  requirement  is  about  1.2-1.3 
million  metric  tons  per  annum  (25,000  metric  tons  per  week),  the  time  will 
come  when  importers  will  limit  their  purchases  to  actual  market  require- 
ments, at  which  time  imports  can  be  continuously  kept  open. 

(h)    During  the  initial  phase,  import  requests  will  be  honored  up  to 
50,000  metric  tons.    If  the  requests  should  exceed  this  amount  they  will 
%e  scaled  down  accordingly. 

( 5)  After  the  ICA  purchases  from  the  United  States  will  have  been 
completed,  free  dollars  will  be  allocated  for  purchases  from  the  United 
States . 


(6)    The  familiar  system  of  "skimmings"  will  be  maintained. 
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RECORD  WORLD  WHEAT  TRADE  IN  1956-57 
NEAR  1.2  BILLION  BUSHELS 

Preliminary  data  indicate  that  world  wheat  exports  in  1956-57  will 
exceed  the  previous  record  by  a  substantial  margin.    The  1956-57  estimate 
of  1,175  million  bushels  exceeds  the  former  record  of  1,066  million  bushels 
in  1951-52  by  more  than  10  percent.    Exports  at  this  level  will  be  12  per- 
cent above  1955-56  and  25  percent  above  the  10-year  19^-6-55  average  of  939 
million  bushels . 

Major  factors  causing  this  increase  in  world  wheat  trade  are  decreased 
domestic  supplies  in  Europe  due  to  serious  crop  damage  in  the  winter  of 
1955-56j  the  very  large  increase  in  United  States  exports  due  chiefly  to 
special  export  programs  such  as  Public  Law  kQO;  and  some  increases  in  wheat 
consumption  in  various  countries,  Japan  for  example. 

The  larger  wheat  exports  indicated  for  1956-57  reflects  much  larger 
exports  from  the  United  States,  substantial  increases  from  Australia,  and 
decreases  in  exports  from  Canada  and  Argentina, 

Preliminary  estimates  of  exports  in  the  year  beginning  July  1,  1956, 
with  1955-56  exports  in  parenthesis,  include,  in  million  bushels:  United 
States  535  (3^6);  Canada  270  (289)5  Australia  125  (105);  and  Argentina  95 
(115).  Estimated  exports  from  other  countries  total  150  million  bushels. 
The  Soviet  Union  is  expected  to  export  a  large  share  of  this  amount,  with 
small  exporters  moving  minor  quantities. 

THAI  RICE  EXPORTS  INCREASE 

Rice  exports  from  Thailand  during  the  January -April  1957  period, 
587,900  metric  tons,  were  well  above  the  383,600  tons  exported  in  the  same 
months  of  1956.     Important  amounts  were  shipped  to  countries  that  took  no 
rice  in  the  first  k  months  of  1956,  primarily  Ceylon  and  South  Africa. 
Exports  to  the  Near  East  and  Africa  were  substantially  above  those  of  the 
year  before. 

The  principal  countries  of  destination  in  this  period  continued  to  be 
the  United  Kingdom  and  British  Territories,  with  the  largest  amounts  going 
to  Singapore,  Hong  Kong,  and  Malaya.    Heavy  exports  also  went  to  Indonesia, 
Japan,  and  the  Netherlands. 

Rice  exports  to  the  Near  East  in  the  January-April  period  were  as 
follows  (in  metric  tons):     Saudi  Arabia,  20,992;  Iraq,  ^,827;  Aden,  ^,675; 
other  Persian  Gulf,  10,36l;  total,  ^0,855 •    The  quantity  shipped  to  Africa 
totaled  25,855  metric  tons:    West  Africa,  8,310;  South  Africa,  7,620;  East 
Africa,  U,686;  Reunion,  hrfkl;  and  Mauritius,  298. 

Government-to-government  shipments  of  131,000  metric  tons  during  the 
January -April  period  were  23  percent  of  total  exports.    In  the  calendar 
year  1956,  government-to-government  exports  were  26  percent  of  the  total. 
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RICE,  MILLED  (including  flour):    Thailand,  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
annual  1953-56,  January -April  1956  and  195? 


Country  of 
destination 

:  1953 

• 

•          T  (">£  / 

:  1954 

1  1955 

i  1956  1/ 

*      .T  a  tit  1  q  t*tt« 

;  1956 

-Arvr-n   1  / 

;  1957 

:  Metric 

:  Metric 

:  Metric 

!  Metric 

:  Metric 

:  Metric 

United  Kingdom  and 

:  tons 

:  tons 

:  tons 

;  tons 

!  tons 

:  tons 

British  Territories: 

• 

•  123.138 

5  92.063 

:  159.970 

:  161,803 

!  44,921 

:  54.377 

•    255  734 

:    301  670 

t    259. AZI 

:  291,785 

:  98,994 

oA  26/ 

Hon?  Konc  .  

•    243 .  774 

t  138.943 

:  189.892 

:    188,991*  65,846: 

i     77  569 

British  Bottipo 

20.466 

!      35  988 

►      41  266 

:  60,290 

i  14,922' 

19  178 

United  Kingdom  . . . . . 

2  251 

!      25  159 

I       9  633: 

19,017 

:  7,607 

!    11  546 

Other 

0 

•  0 

1  55 

:2/  5,550 

85 

1  1,211 

i    045, 3 d3 

DOU  ,  <0  / 

727  436: 

232  375; 

<COU  ,  145 

:  487,456 

:  334,278 

:  376,947 

:  134,264 

:  19,619 

:  60,147 

:  93,515 

!  0 

;  0« 

:  0 

i  0 

s  3,962 

:  46,179 

!  77,420: 

!  66,380 

:  146,196' 

s  88,635 

:  89,819 

T  0 

!  205 

:  12,294: 

!  0: 

t  0: 

:  33,900 

Philippine  Republic  . . 

:  1" 

:  17,185: 

i  56,538- 

:  32,250- 

!  500 

:  13,400 

India   

:  2,328 

:  3,278 

!  1,507: 

:  0 

I  0: 

!  0 

:  4,140: 

i  5,752: 

:  6,887' 

:  8,455' 

:  3,056 

!  2,203 

:  10,515 

!  16,374: 

:  7,070 

!  34,684 

:  4,625 

:  40,855 

:  26,114 

!  20,238 

:  19,H7 

:  42,441 

1  3,035 

:  25,855 

:  y 

1/  < 

!  25,236: 

:  6,075: 

:  8,200 

:  0: 

10,807 

:  4,730: 

:  870 

!  750' 

1  0 

:  0: 

0: 

8,675: 

:  0! 

0 

t  0 

:  0! 

;  1,708: 

7,646: 

0: 

:  0 

>  0 

u 

:  1: 

:  0! 

27,307: 

:  0 

!  2,500 

x  35,126- 

:  -78,862: 

62,092! 

47,005: 

21,895: 

33,180 

:  52! 

:  35,135: 

:  4,925! 

0! 

0 

i  400 

:       3 ,303 

:  3,331: 

801: 

:  6,875: 

1,100: 

.  7,550 

:  4,507: 

3,843: 

9,138. 

:  9,060: 

881 

;  1,368 

:  0: 

23: 

600: 

1,046: 

1,024' 

:  425 

Goa  (Portuguese  India) 

0: 

!  0: 

0: 

9,175: 

0! 

4,000 

:  3,128: 

4,718; 

1,134: 

530: 

37' 

0 

: 1,361, 727: 

,1,206,961: 

1,306,768: 

1,252,830: 

383,607- 

587,909 

1/  Preliminary.  2/  Flour  to  Malaya  and  Singapore.  2/  Not  separately  reported, 
Lj  Less  than  0.5  ton. 


Compiled  from  official  sources  and  Embassy  reports. 
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PAKISTAN  HARVESTS 
LARGER  WHEAT  CROP 

Pakistan's  recently  completed  1957  wheat  harvest  is  estimated  at  about 
135  million  bushels,  compared  with  the  final  official  estimate  of  12^ 
million  bushels  harvested  in  195&.    Wheat  acreage  for  the  current  crop  is 
estimated  at  11.9  million  acres,  somewhat  larger  than  the  1956  acreage  of 
11.3  million. 

Though  the  acreage  is  up  significantly  compared  with  that  of  a  year 
ago,  a  good  part  of  the  gain  in  output  is  attributed  to  higher  yields  as 
a  result  of  favorable  growing  conditions  in  rainfed  areas.    In  those 
areas,  soil  moisture  conditions  were  ideal  at  seeding  time,  and  well- 
spaced  showers  fell  throughout  the  growing  season.    Adequate  water  in  the 
canals  also  contributed  to  good  yields  in  irrigated  areas. 

The  moderate  increase  in  wheat  production  still  leaves  Pakistan 
short  of  wheat  to  meet  present  consumption  requirements  and  to  build  up 
a  desired  reserve  for  future  emergencies.    The  government  has  stated  that 
it  would  like  to  import  a  sizable  amount  of  wheat  from  the  United  States 
under  the  provisions  of  Title  I  of  Public  Law  kQO  during  the  current 
season. 

An  increased  price,  the  equivalent  of  $1.77  Ver  bushel  in  United 
States  units,  has  been  set  as  the  rate  to  be  paid  by  the  government  to 
producers.    It  is  hoped  that  the  higher  price  will  increase  deliveries 
to  the  government  during  the  current  season. 


RHODESIA  PLANS  CORN 
EXPORT  PROGRAM 

A  plan  has  been  formulated  by  the  Rhodesian  Maize  Movement  Coordination 
Committee  to  export  corn  at  a  rate  sufficient  to  eliminate  the  corn  surplus 
from  the  195&  and  1957  crops  before  the  1958  crop  has  been  marketed  (about 
June  30>  1958)»    The  surplus  now  stands  at  about  11,710,000  bushels,  not 
including  a  6  months1  supply  normally  kept  in  reserve. 

It  is  anticipated  that  about  ^, 000, 000  bushels  will  have  been  exported 
by  the  end  of  June  1957.    The  plan  calls  for  exports  of  571>000  bushels 
per  month  for  the  period  July -December  1957  and  71^000  bushels  per  month 
for  the  period  January- June  1958* 

There  are  indications,  however,  that  these  goals  may  not  entirely  be 
met  because  of  heavy  demands  on  the  railroads  for  transportation  of  tobacco 
and  chrome. 


June  2k,  1957 
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CANADA'S  SPRING  GRAIN  SEEDING 
NEARLY  COMPLETED 

Canada  had  completed  $h  percent  of  its  spring  grain  seeding  at  the 
end  of  May,  according  to  a  report  issued  by  the  Dominion  Bureau  of 
Statistics.    Spring  seeding  is  somewhat  more  advanced  than  in  195&>  when 
only  8^  percent  of  seeding  had  been  done  by  May  31»    Weather  during  most 
of  the  past  month  favored  the  accomplishment  of  spring  work  in  good  time 
despite  some  intentional  delays  to  permit  weed  eradication  before  the 
seeding  of  crops. 

The  overall  figure  of  9^  percent  is  for  the  5  spring-sown  grain  crops 
which  normally  account  for  at  least  95  percent  of  all  spring  crops.  At 
the  time  of  the  survey,  sowing  of  spring  wheat  was  99  percent  completed, 
oats  92  percent,  barley  88,  flaxseed  88,  and  mixed  grain  89  percent. 

The  Dominion's  estimate  of  seeding  progress  and  of  winter  damage  to 
crops  has  been  made  as  of  May  31  since  1955;  whereas  it  was  as  of  April  30 
prior  to  1955.    A  survey  by  Bureau  of  Statistics  crop  correspondents  is 
conducted  in  cooperation  with  provincial  departments.    The  new  date  makes 
it  possible  for  crop  correspondents  to  make  a  better  appraisal  of  damage 
caused  by  winter  kill. 

During  the  current  season  winter  kill  has  been  relatively  light, 
amounting  to  only  about  h  percent  for  wheat  in  Ontario,  where  the  bulk 
of  winter  wheat  is  grown.    By  comparison,  11  percent  was  killed  in  the 
previous  season.    About  8  percent  of  this  season's  fall-sown  rye  was 
killed,  compared  with  29  percent  last  season.    Rye  is  much  more  widely 
grown  as  a  winter  crop  in  Canada  than  is  wheat.    Damage  to  tame  hay 
acreage  was  also  light — 6  percent  for  all  Canada,  compared  with  9  percent 
last  year. 

Early-seeded  crops  are  off  to  a  good  start,  but  late  seedings  in 
many  districts  require  moisture  to  promote  even  germination.    In  wide 
areas  of  the  Prairie  Provinces  more  rain  is  required  to  prevent  deterioration, 
regardless  of  the  stage  of  development.    This  is  especially  true  in  western 
Saskatchewan,  eastern  Alberta  and  the  Peace  River  area.    The  hay  crop  is 
expected  to  be  light  in  many  areas. 


GREEK  FRUIT  EXPORT  PROGRAM  ENLARGED 

The  Greek  Government  has  recently  taken  steps  to  facilitate  the  exports 
of  fruit  from  northern  Greece  to  central  Europe.    Efforts  are  being  made  to 
include  fruits  in  trade  agreements.    A  commercial  attache  is  to  be  located 
in  Munich.    Efforts  are  being  made  to  hire  100  refrigerator  cars  to  move  the 
forthcoming  peach  and  grape  crops.    Rebates  are  being  sought  from  the  rail- 
road, and  re-icing  facilities  are  being  improved.    Custom  authorities  are 
on  2^--hour  duty  at  the  border  to  facilitate  exports.    A  bumper  crop  of 
apricots  is  anticipated  this  year. 
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MORE  COCOA  PLANNED  FOR  GHANA 

The  Government  of  Ghana  has  increased  the  proposed  expenditure  for  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  for  1957-58.    It  hopes  to  take  measures  that  will 
raise  cocoa  production  by  30,000  tons  a  year. 

Mass  spraying  against  capsid  will  probably  be  intensified.  However, 
farmers  will  now  have  to  buy  their  sprayers  at  full  purchase  price.    In  1956 
about  20,000  sprayers  were  distributed  at  a  subsidized  price,  and  insecticide 
was  sold  at  only  one-fourth  of  its  cost.    These  sprayings  have  effectively 
controlled  capsid  and  are  considered  to  be  of  paramount  importance.  Researchers 
at  the  West  African  Cocoa  Research  Institute  (WACRl)  are  now  able  to  concentrate 
on  problems  other  than  capsid. 

The  Research  Institute  at  Tafo  has  been  obtaining  spectacular  yields  with 
new  strains  planted  there.    These  strains,  and  hybrids  developed  by  crossing 
Amazon  with  Amenolado,  have  proved  so  good  that  some  of  them  are  now  being 
distributed  to  farmers  in  Ghana  and  Nigeria.    WACRI  is  also  doing  fertilizer 
research  and  considerable  work  on  the  preparation  of  cocoa. 

PHILIPPINE  EXPORTS  OF  COPRA 
UP  FROM  1956 

Philippine  exports  of  copra  and  coconut  oil  during  the  first  5  months  of 
1957  totaled  282,^5  long  tons  of  oil  equivalent,  up  5  percent  from  the  cor- 
responding period  of  1956.    Favorable  growing  conditions  during  the  past  3 
years  have  contributed  to  the  increased  production  of  coconuts,  and  it  is 
estimated  that  production  during  1957  may  be  5  to  10  percent  larger  than  1956 
output.    Exports  may  exceed  1956  record  shipments  (see  Foreign  Crops  and 
Markets,  April  22,  1957). 

Exports  of  copra  during  January-May  1957  were  388,8^7  long  tons,  an 
increase  of  6  percent  from  the  first  5  months  of  1956.    Shipments  to  the  United 
States  of  103,380  tons  were  7  percent  below  those  of  the  corresponding  period 
of  1956,  while  exports  to  Europe  increased  16  percent  (see  Table  1,  p.  17). 

Exports  of  coconut  oil  in  the  first  5  months  of  1957  of  37,^71  tons  were 
only  about  500  tons  less  than  in  January-May  195°"  (see  Table  2,  p.  18) . 

Desiccated  coconut  exports  in  the  first  quarter  of  1957  were  10,795  long 
tons,  up  kO  percent  from  January-May  1956. 

Exports  of  copra  cake  and  meal  during  January-March  1957  amounted  to 
26,116  long  tons,  up  12  percent  from  the  first  quarter  of  1956. 

The  Philippine  copra  export  price  in  mid-June  was  $1^7- 00  per  short  ton 
c.i.f.  Pacific  Coast,  compared  with  $153.00  in  mid-May  and  $1^6.00  in  mid-April. 
Local  buying  prices  were  reported  at  2^.00  to  27.25  pesos  per  100  kilograms 
($121.93  to  $138. per  long  ton)  resecada  Manila  and  producing  area. 
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U.  S.  EXPOETS  HOGS 
TO  SAN  SALVADOR 

The  Government  of  San  Salvador  has  imported  60  pedigreed  Duroc 
hogs  from  the  United  States,  according  to  a  recent  announcement  by 
the  Director  General  of  Livestock.    These  animals,  for  sale  to  "breeders, 
will  he  used  to  improve  the  hog  population  in  San  Salvador. 

Sources  in  San  Salvador  report  that  there  is  a  large  potential 
export  market  for  United  States  purebred  livestock  in  that  country. 


U.  S.  VARIETY  MEAT  EXPOETS 
INTO  WEST  GEEMANY  DECLINE 

United  States'  exports  of  variety  meats  into  West  Germany,  -which 
reached  a  monthly  record  in  January  1957  have  slackened  and  are  expect- 
ed to  continue  low  throughout  1957-    West  Germany  is  the  second  largest 
importer  from  the  United  States.    The  Netherlands  holds  first  place. 
A  considerable  amount  of  Netherland's  imports  from  the  United  States, 
however,  are  transhipped  to  West  Germany. 

The  West  German  market  is  presently  veil  supplied  with  United 
States'  variety  meats,  and  only  a  relatively  small  quantity  of  premium 
dollars  remains  to  be  used  for  imports  from  the  United  States.  All 
imports  under  the  present  premium  dollar  plan—which  amounts  to  an 
additional  import  tax  of  about  l6  percent—will  be  terminated  by 
July  1,  1957-    A  tender  for  "free"  dollars  will  be  published  in  July 
or  August.    However,  because  of  the  present  surplus  of  hogs  in  West 
Germany,  imports  of  United  States'  variety  meats— about  70  percent  pork 
livers- -are  expected  to  be  limited. 


VARIETY  MEATS:    U.  S.  exports  to  West  Germany, 
January -April  1955-57 


Year 

\  January 

February 

March 

April 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

[  pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

1955  

.  .  . :  806 

:  1,(*9 

:  1,023 

1,383 

1956  

2,519 

2,195 

!  2,698 

.  2,098 

1957"  

...:  3,853 

!  1.58U 

:  2,027 

1,189 
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U.  S.  EDIBLE  TALLOW  EXPORTS 
DOWN  IN  JANUARY -APRIL 

Exports  of  edible  tallow  and  greases  from  the  United  States  during 
January -April  1957  totaled  only  5-9  million  pounds,  about  70  percent  less 
than  the  19-5  million  pounds  shipped  during  the  corresponding  period  last 
year.    Trade  with  Mexico  and  the  United  Kingdom  over  this  period  dropped 
from  7-9  and  ^ .k  million  pounds  to  .7  and  .3  million  pounds  respectively. 


URUGUAY'S  DROUGHT  AREA 
AN  EMERGENCY  ZONE 

The  drought  area  in  northern  Uruguay  has  been  declared  an  emergency 
zone  by  the  Uruguayan  Government.    Considerable  cattle  reportedly  have 
been  lost  due  to  poor  pastures  and  lack  of  water.    The  government  is 
assisting  in  moving  animals  out  of  the  stricken  areas  to  unaffected  areas 
or  to  slaughter.    It  has  also  authorized  the  purchase  of  over  9,000  tons 
of  hay  for  distribution  in  the  drought  zone. 


ARGENTINE  TO  REMOVE  EXPORT  TAX  ON  MEAT 

The  Argentine  Central  Bank  has  announced  that  the  "retention"  or 
export  tax  will  be  removed  from  all  classes  of  meat  exports.    The  date 
upon  which  the  new  ruling  will  go  into  effect  will  be  determined  by  the 
National  Meat  Board.    This  action  is  in  line  with  the  Argentine  policy 
of  encouraging  exports  to  help  meet  the  serious  deficits  in  foreign 
trade.    The  retention  of  15  percent  on  canned  beef  exports  was  removed 
last  month.     (See  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  May  20,  1957). 

Under  the  Argentine  system  retentions  are  export  taxes  paid  to  a 
central  fund  for  the  development  of  agriculture . 

Removal  of  these  retentions  will  reduce  the  cost  of  exporting 
Argentine  meat  from  15  to  20  percent  and  is  expected  to  act  as  a  stimulus 
to  exports  by  allowing  export  packers  to  pay  higher  prices  to  producers. 

Argentina's  major  export  market  for  meat  is  the  United  Kingdom. 
Argentina  does  not  export  fresh  or  frozen  meat  to  the  United  States 
because  of  the  presence  of  foot-and-mouth  disease .    However,  Argentina  is 
an  important  source  of  canned  meat  imports  into  the  United  States. 
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DENMARK* S  MEAT  PRODUCTION 
AND  EXPORTS  RISE 

Danish  production  and  exports  of  meat  and  meat  products  during  the 
first  quarter  of  1957  rose  sharply  from  the  same  period  last  year.    Due  to 
an  8  percent  rise  in  red  meat  production,  the  value  of  Denmark's  first 
quarter  meat  exports  was  Ik  percent  higher  than  in  January-March  1956. 

Production  of  pork  rose  8  percent  in  response  to  high  prices  received 
by  farmers  throughout  1956.    The  large  number  of  bred  sows  on  farms 
indicates  that  high  pork  production  will  continue  during  most  of  1957* 
The  large  supply  of  pork  on  hand,  however,  caused  a  drop  in  hog  prices 
during  the  first  quarter  of  1957.    Although  this  is  causing  considerable 
concern  in  agricultural  circles,  the  excellent  root  crop  of  last  year  has 
reduced  the  cost  of  raising  hogs.    Thus,  unless  demand  falls  off  in 
Denmark's  major  export  markets — West  Germany  and  the  United  Kingdom- -the 
number  of  bred  sows  is  not  expected  to  drop  sharply  during  the  rest  of 
1957. 

Prices  for  cattle  have  been  good,  and  production  of  beef  and  veal 
has  risen  about  8  percent  over  that  in  the  comparable  period  last  year. 
Exports  to  Sweden  rose  sharply  from  only  220,000  pounds  in  the  first 
quarter  of  1956  to  15,200,000  pounds  during  the  same  period  in  1957 > 
making  Sweden  the  most  important  importer  of  Danish  beef  and  veal.  The 
competitive  position  of  Danish  beef  and  veal  in  Sweden  has  been  improved 
by  changes  in  the  Swedish  import  provisions  introduced  in  the  summer  and 
fall  of  1956  in  connection  with  the  revised  Swedish  farm  program. 

Italy  again  took  sizable  amounts  of  Danish  beef  and  veal  in  the 
1957  January -March  period* 

MEAT:    Danish  production  and  exports,  January -March  1956-57 


:      Beef  :  :  :  : 

Year  :      and  :      Pork    :    Horse     : Other  l/  :  Total 

 :      Veal  :  :  :  :  

'•  Million  •  Million  :  Million  :  Million  :  Million 

•  pounds  :  pounds    :  pounds    :  pounds    :  pounds 


Production:                     :  :  :  :  : 

1956..  ....:  lko.0  :  250.9  :  5.^  :  0.2  :  396.5 

1957.....  :  150.6  :  270.5  :  5.0  :  0.2  :  1+26.3 

Exports:  2/                    :  :  :  :  : 

1956.. .7..,  :  23.^  :  119.8  :  —  :  — -  :  1U3.2 

1957..  :  55-^  :  123.9  :  0.9  :  —  :  180.2 


l/  Mutton,  lamb,  goat. 
2/  Product  weight. 
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NEW  ZEALAND'S  MEAT 
EXPORTS  DOWN 

New  Zealand's  exports  and  production  of  meat  have  dropped  from  the 
high  levels  of  1955-56,  the  New  Zealand  Meat  Board  reports.  Although 
sales  to  North  America  and  Japan  have  risen,  they  have  not  been  large 
enough  to  offset  the  decline  in  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom,  by  far 
the  most  important  market  for  New  Zealand's  meat. 

By  April  28  meat  production  for  the  1956-57  season  had  dropped  more 
than  6  percent  below  the  comparable  figure  for  the  1955-56  season.  The 
major  decline  has  been  in  lamb  production,  due  in  part  to  the  good 
pasture  conditions,  the  retention  of  lambs  for  replacements,  and  a 
desire  to  increase  flocks  to  take  advantage  of  high  wool  prices. 


AUSTRALIA  INCREASES 
WOOL  EXPORTS 

Raw  wool  exports  from  Australia  to  all  destinations  during  the  first 
9  months  of  the  1956-57  season  (July -March)  totaled  960  million  pounds, 
actual  weight,  an  increase  of  about  19  percent  above  the  same  period  a 
year  earlier.    The  value  of  these  exports  was  51  percent  higher,  due  to 
the  sharp  rise  in  wool  prices  this  season. 

The  largest  increase  was  in  shipments  to  Japan,  which  were  up  by 
ho  percent  to  l8l  million  pounds.    Shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom, 
France,  Belgium,  West  Germany,  Italy,  and  Poland  also  showed  substantial 
gains.    The  only  important  market  to  take  less  over  this  period  was  the 
United  States,  -where  imports  dropped  from       million  pounds  to  38  million 
pounds . 


PAKISTAN'S  SECOND  ESTIMATE  OF  RAPE  AND 
MUSTARD  CROP  BELOW  LAST  YEAR'S 

Pakistan's  second  official  estimate  of  the  rape  and  mustard  seed 
crop  harvested  in  the  spring  of  1957  is  326,000  tons,  6  percent  below 
the  corresponding  estimate  of  last  year.    The  final  revised  estimate  of 
production  in  1956  was  321,000  tons. 

The  second  estimate  sets  the  area  under  rape  and  mustard  at  1,935^000 
acres,  l.k  percent  above  the  second  1956  estimate.    The  final  revised  esti- 
mate for  1956  area  was  2,008,000  acres. 
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ITALIAN  CITRUS  EXPORTS 
SLIGHTLY  HIGHER 

Citrus  exports  from  Italy  this  season  through  June  10  ran  slightly 
higher  than  during  the  same  period  last  year. 

Increases  were  chiefly  in  lemons,  with  tangerines  also  showing  some 
gain.    Orange  exports  were  about  the  same  as  last  year.    The  following 
table  shows  exports  through  June  10,  by  types,  this  year  and  last. 


SPRING  FREEZES  CURTAIL  1957 
ITALIAN  CHERRY  CROP 

Italy's  supplies  of  cherries  for  export  will  be  comparatively  small 
this  year  as  a  result  of  frost  and  excessive  rain  during  April  and  May. 
Fruit  is  reported  to  have  suffered  throughout  the  country.    The  Duroncini 
now  being  harvested  are  in  short  supply,  as  were  earlier  crops. 

Cherries  for  brining  in  the  Avellino  and  Piedmont  areas  suffered 
heavily,  and  brining  cherry  production  in  the  Naples  area  is  reported 
to  be  only  half  that  of  1956.    Overall  volume  of  Italian  brining  cherries 
for  1957  is  now  forecast  as  6,100  short  tons,  roughly  two-thirds  the 
9,^00  total  for  I956. 

e 

During  the  1956-57  season,  French  glace  cherry  processors  purchased 
7; 200  short  tons  of  Italian  cherries.    Purchases  by  French  processors  are 
expected  to  decline  to  approximately  ^-,700  short  tons  during  the  coming 
season. 


NEW  ZEALAND  APPLE 
EXPORTS  LOWER 

Apple  exports  from  New  Zealand  will  total  li+6,000  boxes  below  last 
season's  record  of  1,5^-8,000  boxes. 

The  United  Kingdom  received  the  greater  portion  of  New  Zealand's 
apples  while  Germany  was  the  next  largest  buyer.    New  Zealand  apples 
reentered  continental  markets  after  an  absence  of  several  years.  The 
trade  hopes  that  a  market  will  develop  in  California  following  a  trial  con- 
signment to  a  San  Francisco  buyer. 


Commodity 


1956-57  1955-56 
-  -  1,000  boxes  -  - 


Oranges 

Tangerines 

Lemons 


6,1^5 
1,781 

6,if06 


6,328 
1,269 


2k 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  7^,  No.  25 


FINLAND  INCREASES 
COTTON  IMPORTS 

Cotton  imports  into  Finland  increased  during  August -April  1956-57 
amounting  to  66,000  bales  ( 500  pounds  gross) ,  25  percent  more  than 
imports  of  53,00°  bales  in  the  same  months  of  1955-56.    Volume  in  the 
current  season  is  the  highest  in  the  last  5  years. 

Most  of  Finland's  cotton  requirements  in  recent  years  have  been 
supplied  by  imports  from  the  United  States  and  the  U.S.S.R.,  with 
smaller  quantities  from  Egypt  and  Greece.     Quantities  imported  during 
August-April  1956-57 >  with  comparable  1955-56  figures  in  parentheses, 
were:    U.S.S.R.  33,000  bales  (29,000);  United  States  29,000  (20,000); 
Egypt  1,000  (4,000);  and  Greece  3,000  (51). 

Cotton  imports  from  the  U.S.S.R.  are  under  terms  of  the  Finnish- 
Soviet  trade  agreement,  which  provides  for  a  cotton  quota  of  about  i+0,000 
bales  per  year  for  both  1956  and  1957*    Roughly  one -third  of  the  cotton 
imported  from  the  United  States  in  the  last  2  years  has  been  purchased 
for  dollars  in  the  course  of  normal  trade.    The  remainder  has  been 
purchased  from  stocks  of  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  for  payment  in 
Finnmarks  under  terms  of  Public  Law  480.    The  P.L.  480  arrangement  has 
substantially  increased  Finland's  imports  of  United  States  cotton  in 
these  years. 

Cotton  consumption  in  Finland  has  increased  steadily  in  the  post- 
war period,  and  the  increase  has  continued  into  the  1956-57  season. 
Consumption  during  August -January  1956-57  was  39,000  bales,  8  percent 
above  consumption  of  36,000  bales  in  the  first  half  of  1955-56. 
Consumption  of  United  States  cotton  also  increased  in  the  first  half  of 
the  1956-57  season,  amounting  to  12,000  bales  or  30  percent  of  the  total, 
compared  with  8,000  bales  and  22  percent  a  year  ago.    United  States 
cotton  is  preferred  for  certain  finer  types  of  fabric,  and  also  for  the 
knitting  industry. 

Cotton  stocks  on  January  31,  1957;  were  estimated  at  3^+, 000  bales, 
or  about  a  5-month  supply.    This  was  considerably  higher  than  the  27,000 
bales  held  August  1,  1956.     Stocks  of  United  States  cotton  on  January  31, 
1957,  had  increased  to  18,000  bales,  or  53  percent  of  the  total,  compared 
with  9,000  bales  and  33  percent  of  total  stocks  on  August  1,  1956. 

Preliminary  figures  for  1956  yarn  production  indicate  a  slight 
increase  (1.6  percent)  over  1955  and  about  a  10  percent  increase  in  the 
production  of  fabrics.    Output  of  yarn  by  the  cotton  industry  was  14,786 
metric  tons  in  1956  and  14,5^6  metric  tons  in  1955.    Output  of  fabric 
by  the  cotton  industry  was  11,603  metric  tons  in  1956  and  10,518  metric 
tons  in  1955 « 
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COLOMBIA'S  COTTON  CROPS 
DOWN  IN  LAST  2  YEARS 

Colombia's  1956-57  cotton  production  is  estimated  at  100,000 
"bales  (500  pounds  gross).    This  is  slightly  below  the  1955-56  crop  of 
103,000  bales,  and  considerably  below  the  195^-55  crop  of  122,000 
bales.    Unfavorable  weather  and  heavy  insect  infestation  during  the 
last  2  years  were  the  principal  factors  in  the  reduced  production. 

There  are  2  cotton  producing  zones  in  Colombia.    The  Central  Zone, 
with  a  harvest  period  about  August,  produces  about  80  percent  of  the 
crop.    The  Northern  Zone  produces  the  remaining  20  percent,  with 
harvesting  about  January.    Preliminary  reports  indicate  that  the 
1957-58  crop  in  the  Central  Zone  may  drop  below  that  of  1956-57,  due 
to  drought  conditions  in  the  Tolima  Department  during  planting  time . 
Tolima  produces  over  60  percent  of  Colombia's  cotton. 

The  government  has  encouraged  cotton  growing  in  recent  years  in 
an  effort  to  increase  production  and  meet  the  rising  requirements  of 
local  spinning  mills.    Cotton  consumption  in  1955-56  was  estimated  at 
156,000  bales. 

Programs  to  increase  the  volume  and  improve  the  quality  of 
Colombian  cotton  have  been  under  the  direction  of  the  Instituto  de 
Fomento  Algodonero  (IFA).    There  are  several  experiment  stations  with 
attached  experimental  areas,  and  growers  are  provided  with  first- 
class  seed,  fertilizers,  and  insecticides  at  reasonable  cost.    The  IFA 
also  carries  on  an  extensive  publicity  campaign  in  cooperation  with 
textile  mills  and  larger  merchandizing  establishments  to  encourage  the 
use  of  cotton  fabrics. 

Cotton  imports  into  Colombia  amounted  to  U6,000  bales  during 
August-July  1955-56,  compared  with  20,000  bales  in  195^- 55 •  Imports 
during  the  first  h  months,  August -November,  of  the  1956-57  season  have 
amounted  to  20,000  bales  and  are  expected  to  reach  about  60,000  bales 
for  the  entire  season.    Imports  during  1955-56  included  28,000  bales 
from  the  United  States  and  18,000  bales  from  Peru.    The  imports  of 
20,000  bales  in  August -November  1956  were  entirely  from  the  United 
States. 

Cotton  consumption  in  Colombia  has  been  rising  steadily  in  recent 
years.    Greater  urbanization,  increasing  population,  and  some  improve- 
ment in  the  standards  of  living  are  the  principal  factors  contributing 
to  the  increased  use  of  cotton  fabrics.    Consumption  during  1955-56  was 
156,000  bales,  compared  with  1*4-2,000  in  195^-55,  and  133,000  in 
1953-5^«    A  further  increase  is  anticipated  in  1956-57  to  about 
175,000  bales. 

Cotton  stocks  on  January  1,  1957;  were  estimated  at  U8,000  bales, 
compared  with  51>000  on  August  1,  1956. 
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CANADA'S  COTTON  CONSUMPTION 
DOWN  SLIGHTLY  IN  MAY 

Cotton  consumption  in  Canada  during  May  1957  amounted  to  30,000  bales 
(500  pounds  gross),  dovn  slightly  from  consumption  of  31,000  "bales  in  April, 
"but  3  percent  higher  than  the  29,000  "bales  utilized  in  May  195&. 

Consumption  during  the  10 -month  period,  August -May  1956-57;  vas  322,000 
bales,  3  percent  below  consumption  of  332,000  bales  in  the  comparable  period 
a  year  ago . 


INDIA  PLANS  TO  PRODUCE 
EXTRA -LONG  STAPLE  COTTON 

The  Government  of  India,  through  the  Indian  Central  Cotton  Committee 
(ICCC)  is  planning  to  grow  the  country's  needs  of  extra-long  staple  cotton. 
Experimental  'work  on  development  of  longer  staples,  improved  cultural 
practices,  and  better  varieties  in  general  has  been  carried  on  for  many 
years.    The  development  of  "extra-long  staple"  cotton  on  a  practical  and 
profitable  scale  is  now  considered  as  an  urgent  objective. 

Experiments  have  shown  that  the  Sea-Island  cotton  variety,  "Andrews," 
can  be  grown  very  successfully  in  "modan"  lands  in  the  Malabar  area  (south- 
west coast)      Last  year,  experimental  plantings  yielded  l,6lk  pounds  of  seed 
cotton  (kapas)  per  acre,  with  an  average  fiber  length  of  nearly  1-3/8  inches, 
and  a  ginning  out-turn  of  33  percent.     "Andrews"  is  said  to  be  superior  to 
Egyptian  Karnak  in  fiber  properties,  and  suitable  for  spinning  up  to  70s 
count . 

An  area  of  60,000  acres  of  "modan"  lands  in  South  Malabar  is  proposed 
to  be  gradually  brought  under  cultivation  to  this  cotton.  Production  from 
this  area  is  expected  to  eventually  reach  ^0,000  bales. 


WESTERN  EUROPEAN  IMPORTS  OF  FATS  AND  OILS 
(Explanation) 

The  article  and  table  on  Western  European  net  imports  of  fats  and  oils 
which  appeared  in  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  of  June  17,  page  11,  should  have 
pointed  out  that  the  data  exclude  trade  in  drying  oils  and  olive  oil.  They 
do  include  lard  and  tallow  and  the  fat  content  of  butter.     In  other  words, 
the  compilation  covers  only  edible  and  soapmaking  fats  and  oils,  except 
olive  oil . 
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IRAQ  CLOSES  OUT  ZAHEDI  DATE  MONOPOLY 

The  Central  Iraq  Date  Trading  Company,  a  government -sponsored  monopoly 
charged  with  price -supporting  activities,  will  cease  marketing  Zahedi  dates 
on  August  31;  1957 •    This  action  follows  a  growers*  referendum  which  voted 
"by  a  large  majority  to  abandon  the  monopoly.    The  government  decree  liqui- 
dating the  Trading  Company  becomes  effective  exactly  2  years  after  the 
company  began  operating.    During  its  short  lifetime,  the  Central  Date 
Trading  Company  took  delivery  of  all  exportable  surplus  dates  produced  in 
the  Central  Area  of  Iraq.    The  following  schedule  of  prices  and  fixed 
charges  prevailed: 

U.  S.  dollars 
per  short  ton 


Cost  of  dates  at  the  plantation  10. l6 

Transportation  to  delivery  center  in  province  I.78 
Handling  and  charges  for  packing  in  baskets  ^••57 

Special  consumption  tax  (istihlak)  1.19 
Transportation  to  export  center  3«l8 
Transportation  to  ship  or  railroad  plus  2  percent 

Date  Association  tax  1.27 

Total  22.15 


Growers  turned  to  price  supports  in  marketing  their  195^+- 55  date  crop 
because  of  weakened  foreign  markets  and  dislocation  of  the  area's  export 
trade.    During  the  years  of  surplus  production,  the  monopoly  received  the 
support  of  growers.    The  short  1956  date  crop,  estimated  to  be  about  half 
as  large  as  that  of  1955;  however,  resulted  in  higher  prices  on  the 
unofficial  market.    Growers  were  thereupon  permitted  to  make  private 
export  sales  of  dates  by  paying  the  monopoly  a  royalty  of  $7*62  per  ton. 

While  authorizing  the  liquidation  of  the  Central  Iraq  Date  Trading 
Company,  the  government  made  it  clear  that  it  will  continue  to  exercise 
its  authority  in  marketing  Basra  and  Central  Iraq  dates. 

AUSTRALIAN  RAISIN  TRADE  ADOPTS 
NEW  DESCRIPTIVE  TERMS 

According  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Australian  Dried  Fruit  Association, 
the  term  "Lexias,"  commonly  used  by  the  trade,  has  been  changed  to  "Raisins. 
This  variety  contains  the  seeds  and  should  not  be  confused  with  "Seeded 
Raisins,"  the  term  used  when  the  seeds  have  been  extracted.    Slightly  higher 
prices  are  usually  quoted  for  "Seeded  Raisins"  to  cover  the  costs  for 
removing  the  seeds. 

There  has  been  some  confusion  between  the  terms  "Seeded  Raisins"  and 
"Seedless  Raisins."    The  latter  are  grown  without  seeds  and  require  no 
further  treatment  after  drying,  processing,  and  packing.    The  proportion  of 
seedless  raisins  in  the  total  Australian  crop,  however,  is  relatively  small 
and  their  use  is  generally  limited. 
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BRAZIL  ESTABLISHES  COCOA 
IMPROVEMENT  PROGRAM 

A  special  fund  of  one  billion  cruzeiros  (about  $1^  million)  has 
recently"  been  set  aside  for  immediate  execution  of  a  long  range  pro- 
gram of  cocoa  improvement  in  the  state  of  Bahia,  Brazil.    This  pro- 
gram aims  at  a  thorough  overhauling  of  all  phases  of  production.  The 
following  are  included: 

1.  Enlargement  and  greater  efficiency  of  research  work. 

2.  Medium- term  financing  for  the  consolidation  of  short- 
term  farmers'  debts. 

3.  Special  financing  for  improvement  of  cultivation  proc- 
esses, renewal  of  old  plantations,  proper  equipment  of 
farms  for  fermentation  and  drying  of  beans,  including 
centers  of  fermentation  and  drying  for  the  benefit  of 
small  farmers . 

k  .    Extension  work  for  the  proper  education  of  farmers  in 
modern  cultivation  processes  and  preparation  of  better 
quality  cocoa  for  the  international  market. 

A  special  technical  staff  will  be  in  charge  of  farm  surveys.  The 
general  supervision  of  the  long  range  and  basic  work  to  be  done  on  the 
farms  will  be  directed  by  an  Executive  Commission  under  the  chairman- 
ship of  the  Federal  Finance  Minister.    Participants  will  be  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Banco  do  Brazil,  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  the  Bahia 
Cocoa  Institute  and  the  Federal  Financing  Commission.     The  Association 
of  Cocoa    and  Chocolate  Manufacturers  of  the  United  States  is  giving 
financial  and  technical  cooperation  for  the  educational  extension 
work . 


SWITZERLAND  TO  IMPORT 
STRAWBERRIES  AND  CHERRIES 

The  Swiss  Committee  for  the  Import  and  Export  of  Fruit  has 
recommended  that  strawberries  be  imported  freely  and  that  no  limita- 
tions be  placed  on  imports  of  cherries  for  the  time  being. 

A  review  of  domestic  crop  prospects  indicates  that  Swiss  fruit 
crops  have  been  adversely  affected  by  frosts.    Strawberries  are  expected 
to  be  60  percent  below  average  this  year. 
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AUSTRALIAN  OVERSEAS  FREIGHT  RATES 
EXPECTED  TO  FURTHER  INCREASE 

Overseas  freight  rates  in  Australia  probably  will  be  subject  to  another 
5  percent  increase  sometime  in  1957*    (For  earlier  increases  see  Foreign 
Crops  and  Markets  August  27,  1956,  and  January  1^,  1957 •) 

In  consultations  between  shippers  and  shipowners,  shippers  have 
agreed  to  the  adoption  of  a  cost-plus  formula  which  in  effect  guarantees 
shipowners  freight  rates  to  assure  them  a  12  percent  profit  on  their 
operations . 


Foreign  shipping  from  Australia  to  British  and  continental  European 
parts  is  controlled  by  the  Overseas  Shipping  Representatives  Association, 
which  operates  as  a  monopoly  in  foreign  shipping  of  most  commodities  from 
Australia. 


Australia's  overseas  freight  rates  for  agricultural  products  have 
increased  an  average  of  about  50  percent  since  1950.    An  increase  in  rates 
of  approximately  Ik  percent  effective  February  1  added  an  estimated  LA^ 
million  ($9  million)  to  the  selling  price  of  Australian  goods  on  the 
British  and  European  markets.    The  export  commodities  primarily  affected 
are  wool,  dairy  products,  and  meats. 


ARGENTINA'S  CASEIN  EXPORTS  UP 

Argentina^  casein  exports  during  the  first  quarter  of  1957  totaled 
9,515  tons,  a  2k  percent  increase  over  the  comparable  period  in  1956. 
The  United  States,  the  major  importer,  received  5,605  tons,  or  about  60 
percent  of  the  total. 

According  to  the  Economic  Survey  (Buenos  Aires),  May  1^,  1957,  Brazil 
bought  638  tons,  whereas  it  imported  none  in  the  first  3  months  of  1956. 
The  article  suggested  that  the  casein  exported  to  Brazil  was  later  shipped 
to  the  United  States.    Under  such  arrangement,  it  was  indicated  that  a 
more  favorable  exchange  rate  is  obtained  under  the  Argentine -Brazilian 
agreement . 

Although  Brazil  imported  638  tons  of  casein  from  Argentina,  it 
exported  only  ^k  tons  to  the  United  States  during  the  first  quarter  of 
1957-    This  is  practically  the  same  quantity  sold  to  United  States  im- 
porters during  the  same  period  in  1956. 
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CANADIAN  FRUIT  PROSPECTS 
AVERAGE  TO  GOOD 

Prospects  for  most  Canadian  fruits  are  for  an  average  to  a  good 
harvest  this  year.    Frosts  in  raid-May  injured  apples  and  strawberries  in 
several  areas  in  Ontario  and  Quebec  provinces.    The  fruit  crops  in  British 
Columbia  and  Nova  Scotia  have  gotten  off  to  a  good  start. 

Trade  sources  forecast  the  1957  Canadian  apple  harvest  at  about  Ik 
to  lU.5  million  bushels,  according  to  present  prospects.    The  195&  crop 
was  12  million  bushels,  and  the  1951-5&  average  was  1^-.^  million  bushels. 
Harvests  in  Ontario  and  Quebec  are  expected  to  about  equal  those  last 
year,  while  in  British  Columbia  and  Nova  Scotia  production  should  be 
considerably  above  the  short  1956  crops.    Peach  prospects  are  favorable, 
and  the  harvest  is  expected  to  be  substantially  above  last  year's  short 
crop.    The  outlook  for  apricots  in  British  Columbia  is  reported  excellent. 


ARGENTINA  CONTINUES  TO 
SUSPEND  BUTTER  EXPORTS 

According  to  the  May  lk,  1957 ,  issue  of  the  Economic  Survey  (Buenos 
Aires),  the  Argentine  Ministry  of  Commerce  and  Industry  is  continuing  to 
suspend  the  granting" of  butter  export  permits.    After  a  51-perceni  increase 
in  butter  exports  during  the  first  3  months  of  1957;  which  depleted  all 
of  Argentina's  cold  storage  stocks  and  included  part  of  the  first  quarter 
production,  the  Argentine  Government  stopped  all  butter  exports.    This  was 
done  when  it  was  discovered  that  drought  and  increased  exports  might  not 
leave  enough  butter  for  domestic  consumption. 

Consideration  for  export  permits  will  now  only  be  given  in  cases 
where  irrevocable  documentary  credits  have  been  opened  or  advance  pay- 
ments made  prior  to  April  25,  the  date  when  export  permits  were  suspended. 

AUSTRALIAN  WOOL 
PRICES  DECLINE 

Wool  prices  have  declined  at  Australian  auction  sales  for  3  consecutive 
weeks.    The  easier  trend  reflects  in  part  a  larger  offering  of  clips  of 
less -than -12 -months'  growth,  showing  adverse  seasonal  conditions  and 
carrying  more  dust  and  vegetable  fault  than  last  year. 

The  Continent,  United  Kingdom,  and  Japan  continued  to  offer  strong 
competition  for  better  staple,  quality  wools. 
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WOOL,  RAW:    Australia,  average  costs  per  pound  on  auction  floors, 
clean  basis,  "by  quality  classification,  weeks  ended 

June  8,  1956,  May  31,  1957,  and  June  7,  1957  


Type  and  grade 

Week  ended 

6-8-56  : 

5-31-57  : 

6-7-57 

U.S.  dollars  : 

U.S.  dollars  : 

U.S.  dollars 

Combing  wools:  : 

70' s  Good  ! 

1.1*6  j 

1.73  s 

1.73 

Average  : 

l.hl  : 

I.67  : 

1.66 

Good  

:        1.37  : 

1.61  : 

1.59 

Average  

1.31  : 

1.55 

1.52 

60,s  Good  

:        I.23  : 

1.50 

±M 

Average  

:        1.17  : 

l.kk 

1.39 

58' s  Good  

I.09 

1.36 

:  1.33 

Average  

:        I.03  : 

1.29 

:  1.2k 

56' s  Good  

:  -93 

1.23 

;  1.21 

Average  

:  .90 

:  1.18 

1  1.15 

50' s  Good  

;  .82 

:  1.08 

:  I.05 

Average  

:  .80 

:  I.05 

:  1.02 

C  ar ding  wools : 

Merino  

:  .83 

•  .88 

:  .81 

Comeback  

:  .75 

I  .78 

:  .73 

Fine  Crossbred.  

.69 

:  .75 

1  .67 

Medium  Crossbred  

\  .67 

.7h 

!  .65 

Source:    Wool  Statistical  Service,  Australian  Wool  Bureau 


